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Update; Walnut Creek Linear Park Phase II Design

Project Update

Project Update

The 2009 Parks, Recreation, Trails and Open Spaces Master plan included a spine trail phasing and
prioritization plan. The first priority on this plan was trail segment “I” which is 2.75 miles from Oliver Nature
Park through Philip Thompson to Loyd Park on Joe Pool Lake, which is a continuation of the existing Walnut
Creek Linear Park. Dunaway was hired in summer 2013 to help staff formulate conceptual trail plans that
could be used for future land acquisition and trail development.

October, 2015 - Staff continues negotiations with property owners along the trail corridor. The design
consultant has made trail alignment modifications to avert two of the properties.

November 2015 - All properties at the title company for closing, Design consultant and staff walked the trail
corridor in anticipation of the detail scope of services.

December 2015 - Staff has been in contact with the lake operations manager and is opening the lines of
communication for trail development through Corp property and at Joe Pool Lake. Staff has also provided
information to the design consultant working for TxDOT for the crossing under SH360. Dunaway and
Associates has submitted a proposal for design development and construction document preparation which is
also an item under new business for consideration.

January 2016 - A design development meeting was conducted and included Engineer, Survey and Parks
staff. The project is moving forward with construction scheduled to begin in the fall 2016 pending approvals by
outside agencies.

February - The topographic and tree surveys are complete. Consultants are working with the Corp of
Engineers for alignment through the Corp’s property and compiling and integrating the survey data into the
alignment corridor. All creek-crossing data for bridges has been acquired, and flood studies are underway
based upon the new data for the new bridges.

March - The consultant has final survey data of the alignment. Work continues on the alignment and detail
design.

April - Waters of the US delineation is underway. A meeting with the Lake Parks and City of Grand Prairie
Lake manager was held on Friday March 15 to discuss corridor alignment. Preliminary flood study work has
begun.

May - The consultant, Dunaway Associates, is working on cleaning up the survey file Brittain and Crawford
sent so they can align the next round of trail around existing trees. Waters of the US delineation is complete.
Another tributary was found and may require a bridge which staff will further discuss. The archaeological
survey and natural resources assessment are underway. Staff is working on the Walnut Creek modeling from
Highway 360 to Elmer W. Oliver Nature Park. Dunaway will coordinate directly with our Engineering
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Highway 360 to Elmer W. Oliver Nature Park. Dunaway will coordinate directly with our Engineering
Department to make sure they are addressing all potential concerns.

June - The Consultant has met with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Lake Manager to discuss flowage
easements and the overall project. The wetland delineation field work is complete. The new flood study model
is underway by combining the previous bridge study with the Matlock Road model. This model will then be
superimposed onto the new survey. Once these are complete the preliminary trail layout will become more
final.

July - Discussions are ongoing with the Consultant about findings with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The
Consultant is compiling information gathered and will prepare the preliminary design based upon the
information in hand. Preliminary design is scheduled to be complete by the end of August with design
development 35% complete by the end of September. The property acquisitions for the trail corridor are
wrapping up with closings scheduled soon.

August - Staff met for a work session with the consultants on August 3rd and reviewed the preliminary trail
corridor design. Staff was briefed on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) requirements for
construction on property classified as low-density recreation areas. The layouts were also revised for better
trail corridors through the USACE property. The final closing for property acquisition along the corridor is
moving forward. Discussions were held regarding cost and materials for the trails, bridges, and concrete
boardwalk areas. The project continues to move forward for a winter 2016 advertisement.

September - The consultant continues work on the design development plans and is moving into the
construction plan development stage. Staff requested a meeting with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
discuss the trail alignment through their property. Staff will also be meeting with representatives from the City
of Grand Prairie to discuss the trail corridor through their city limits.

October - Staff and the consultants met with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) the last week of
September to discuss the trail corridor and construction details for the USACE property. In the meeting, the
USACE explained that the areas east of Philip Thompson are designated as wildlife preservation areas and
thus different rules apply for construction activities. Staff is evaluating the feedback from the meeting to
determine the best possible solution to several issues, including not being able to use concrete for the trail
surface. Staff will be meeting with the consultants again on October 18th to discuss the meeting and possible
alignment changes and construction challenges.

November - Staff will be meeting with the consultants again in mid-November to discuss the possible
alignment changes and construction challenges following feedback from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. A
revised project schedule will be developed prior to the next Board meeting.

The MPFDC allocated funds for the Walnut Creek Linear Park/Oliver Nature Park Phase II in the FY13-14
budget. Staff has been working with the consultant to develop conceptual design plans to help with future land
acquisition and trail development.
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James Fish, RLA, ASLA
Sr. Park Planner, Parks and Recreation Department
james.fish@mansfield-tx.gov
817-804-5794
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